
 

the social challenges faced by this 

community is substantially great-

er than any of those faced by the 

decorated general referred by 

me in the first paragraph. Yet, 

the member of this community 

face these challenged with forti-

tude and grit. 

 The conversation con-

vinced me that an institution like 

IGNOU had a huge role to play 

in bringing the transgender com-

munity to the educational main-

stream.  After due discussions 

with my team member its was 

decided that a sensitization pro-

gramme would be held on 20th 

May 2017, followed by various 

implementation measures. This 

issue deals solely with these de-

velopments.        

                 

                    JAI  HIND  

 

 In the first week of 

May , I was watching a film  dedi-

cated to a much  decorated Gen-

eral who never lost a battle in his 

entire career and whose battle 

tactics are still taught at the Brit-

ish and American military acade-

mies. Professionally, his fame 

matched Napoleon but when it 

came to confronting social  pres-

sures and stigma, he lost heart. 

He died at an young age of 40, 

heartbroken and grief stricken. 

 The next  day a 

transgender by the name 

Thripthy was introduced to me 

by my colleague , Dr.Jalajakumari. 

She had come to our office to 

enquire about the possibility of 

IGNOU supporting her in exhib-

iting her bead making skills to the 

larger community. In the course 

of the conversation, she brought 

forth the immense challenges 

faced by the transgender commu-

nity  in finding social acceptance. 

Many in the community had been 

orphaned at birth and others 

thrown on the streets by the 

very same people who were 

expected to protect them. Edu-

cation for most of them had been  

nothing but a pipe dream. Fur-

ther, long years of divorce from 

the educational mainstream had 

created an aversion towards all 

pedagogic processes.  I was left 

wondering about the fact that 
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 This volume 

highlights the  

efforts of the RC 

Cochin to reach 

out and sensitize 

the members of 

the Transgender 

C o m m u n i t y . 

“Reaching the 
Unreached” is 
the mission of 

our university 

and the novel at-

tempt of the Re-

gional Centre, it 

is felt will be a 

milestone in this 

direction.  

  

Kindly  give us 

your valuable 

feedback on the 

email address– 

r c c o -

chin@ignou.ac.in 

  

We wish you a 

pleasant reading.  

The written pieces reflect the opinions solely of the authors and necessarily not that of 
IGNOU RC Cochin  
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“An error in DNA replication makes one a transgender.  In all jobs, schools, Institutes application forms 
usually have only two gender options-male or female.  There must be an eye opener to all   transgenders.   
They must be admitted in every sphere of life.  They will find it a river of life.  They must be welcomed 
whole heartedly.  It is about time this discrimination gets annulled.  They will be blessed where ever they go.  
We must start admitting them in all schools and colleges.  Society must keep a soft corner for them. We 
must be a torch to them to enter several wings in society.”  
        Rashmi  Raphael, Academic Counsellor, IGNOU 





P A G E  8  

O L I M P I C  

 
    
     Dr.V T Jalajakumari  investigates  an issue of utmost importance to the Transgender Community 
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                          Dr. Praseetha Unnikrishnan discusses how Transgenders can be Socially Included. 
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                Press Coverage of the Transgender Meet  
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